Silent Sky’ creates
sonic boom on SU stage

hat do you do when

you are the most

brilliant person in

the room and are

seen, but not heard?
This drama offers an imagined
glimpse into the life of Henriet-
ta Leavitt, an eager young Rad-
cliffe graduate who came from
her home in the Midwest to the
Harvard College Observatory
to work as one of a "harem"
(yes, that’s what they called
it) of "computers" — women
hired to catalog the brightness
of stars in photographic plates
from the observatory's state-of-
the-art telescope. Their discov-
eries revolutionized astrono-
my in the early 20th century
and paved the way for modern
astronomy’s mapping of the
universe.

Written by Laura Gunder-
son, the play debuted in 2011
and is directed by Southwest-
ern University’s Kathleen
Juhl. Silent Sky is among the
most exciting new plays I've
seen in a long time. It is intel-
lectually stimulating, emotion-
ally moving, and with enough
comic relief to make a heavy
subject palatable — and I liked
it!

Miss Leavitt longs to be rec-
ognized, but she’s in a man’s
world and is challenged to
bring her theory of Cephe-
id Variables to light. But she
must balance her passion
for astronomy while being
pulled by her family, science,
faith and romance. This is
the incredible true story of
Harvard’s “brightest star,”
Henrietta Leavitt (played by a
spunky and determined Joan
Milburn), who discovered in
1912 that one could relate a
star’s brightness cycle to its
absolute magnitude. Person-
ally, I don’t understand all the
details, but this was a valuable
stepping stone later for other
scientists to be able to measure
the distance of stars, star clus-
ters and galaxies.

Miss Leavitt’s work changed
age-old theories that our Milky
Way existed by itself and en-
lightened us that we are not
alone, but one of many, many
galaxies out there. Now that I
understand.

Like most of us, not know-
ing anything about Henrietta
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Leavitt and her accomplish-
ments, I figured I'd be in for a
history lesson of sorts. During
this time in the field of astron-
omy, it was a “man’s world.”
Women who worked in the
Harvard College of Astron-
omy were not even allowed
to look through the college’s
long-distance telescope and
were not given credit for any
of their hard work and find-
ings — their male counter-
parts took all the credit for
themselves.

Back home, her married sis-
ter Margaret, played by a ra-
diant Cassidy Mayfield, adds
a look at domestic life and a
telling glimpse of how much
Leavitt's work challenged con-
temporary religious views, for-
ever displacing the Earth from
the center of the universe.

Christian Erben and Ale-
jandra Reyes Salina play fel-
low “computers” Williamina
Fleming and Annie Cannon,
both of whom had made key
contributions to cataloging
stars by the time Leavitt ar-
rived. They embody not only
the degree to which women
were kept in subsidiary, unrec-
ognized roles in the sciences —
but also the rising tide of the
women's suffrage movement.

Chris Szeto-Joe's earnestly
insensitive and gently awk-
ward Peter Shaw character

adaptably serves as both the
sole representative of clueless
male privilege and as Leavitt's
passing love interest. Mr. Sze-
to-Joe shared with me, saying,
“I really like this drama, the
fact that it blends science with
theater. Not something you see
every day —the story is so pow-
erful.”

Ms. Milburn, who plays
Miss Leavitt, is excited to play
the part.

“I am incredibly grateful to
be able to play such a strong
woman like Henrietta Leavitt.
When I was first chosen, I
had no idea who she was or
who any of the other women
were. The fact that they are so
important, I was just shocked
as I had never heard of them
before and her work still lives
on today.”

The Sarofim School of
Fine Arts opens the 2018-2019
season shedding light on the
true story of a forgotten fe-
male astronomer who taught
us how to “measure the uni-
verse.” Silent Sky finishes its
two-week run the weekend of
October 12-14 at Southwestern
University’s Jesse H. and Mary
Gibbs Jones Theater, 7:30 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, matinee
at 3 p.m. Sunday. Ticket prices
range from $12-18. Call 512-
863-1378 for tickets. Run time
is under two-hours including
intermission. Not rated.

Special Note: Weather per-
mitting, the Williamson Coun-
ty Astronomy Club will be on
hand for telescope viewing just
outside the theater for Friday
and Saturday performances
and at 2:00 p.m. before Sun-
day’s performance. Physics
professor and Fountainwood
Observatory Director Dr. Mark
Bottorff will present a lecture
titled “A Heartbeat in the Heav-
ens: Henrietta Leavitt's Grand
Discovery." I'm sure that Dr.
Bottorff’s presentation will
be easily understood by all,
including me — I'm looking
forward to it!

Peter Dossing is a recovering
stand-up comedian who was
captivated by the theater at a
very early age. He especially
enjoys community theater pro-
ductions. He can be reached at
pdossing@gmail.com.

When my spirit is faint,
You know my way.

“With my voice I cry to the Lord;
With my voice I make supplication to the Lord.
I pour out my complaint before him;

In the path where I walk, they have hidden a trap for me...
I cry to you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my refuge,
My portion in the land of the living.
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Debbie Alexander of Salado, Kacey Pond of Georgetown and Jimmy Duvall of Liberty Hill have fun at

the festival.

Crowds brave the rain for wine

Continued from 1B

said.

“And we love downtown
Georgetown,” Mr. Stowell add-
ed.

“It reminds us of home,”
Ms. Stowell said. The couple
hail from Fairhope, Alabama.
“It’s very quaint, just like
Georgetown.”

When asked what they’re
enjoying about the festival, Mr.
Stowell said, “Not the weath-
er.”

The two said they’re enjoy-
ing the people and smells of
wine.

“Even though the weather
is not cooperative, people are
laughing and having a good
time,” Ms. Stowell said.

Lindsey Hooge of Round Rock enjoys some wine.
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Medicaid Planning
Wills, Trusts, Probate
Powers of Attorney
Guardianships
Veterans Benefits

868-2224
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Now open at new location!

— ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS —
1103 Williams Dr. Ste. 405 | Georgetown, TX
(512) 943-8023 » GeorgetownWomensWellness.com

"SJOIT.

chiropractic

Dr. Kelsi

Create a

healthy habit

© No Appointments - Walk-Ins Welcome
© No Insurance Hassles - $0 Copays

® Open Evenings & Weekends

* Quality Care by Licensed Professionals Initial Visit

512-688-5331

www.thejoint.com/georgetown | 900 N Austin Ave. Suite 502

with chiropractic

29

includes consultation,
exam and adjustment

Georgetown Dermatology
D] & SKin (ancer (enter

Kevin L. Miller, M.D. « Monica Madray, M.D.
Beth Morris, M.D. ¢ Sheryl Lucier, P.A.-C » Weilan Johnson, M.D.
—— Specializing ini —mM8
Skin Cancer Surgery ¢ Mohs Micrographic Surgery
Mole Evaluation and Removal ¢ Acne
General Dermatology for All Ages
Accepting Medicare and Most Insurance Plans « Immediate Appointments Available

700 San Gabriel Village Blvd., Suite 105  Georgetown

512.819.9910 - 866.900.DERM
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Homecare by Angels

BRING INTHIS AD FOR

10" OFF

LIFT CHAIRS AND ROLLATORS

Vistng /)
Angels
Living Assistance Services

www.visitingangels.com/wilco
Licensed, Insured and Bonded
Choose Your Caregiver * 1 to 24 Hour Care
Errands * Shopping * Meal Preparation

Light Housekeeping * Joyful Companionship
Weekends » Holidays

1-877-907-5078

Georgetown, Cedar Park, Leander, Round Rock, Pflugerville,
Liberty Hill, Taylor, Austin and surrounding areas.

 Same day rentals, little or no waiting
YOUR INDEPENDENCE o Fastdelivery
IS OUR GOAL o Wheelchairs, hospital beds

‘g; 100 River Hills Dr. #105 Georgetown
GEORGETOWN >°12-763-1020

Home Medical Equipment www.georgetownhomemedical.com

(GEORGETOWN

VisioNn CENTER

Allergies - Cataracts » Contact Lenses
Dry Eyes « Children’s Eye Exams
Eye Trauma « Glaucoma - Lasik

1013 West University Ave « Wolf Ranch
512-869-8821

www.georgetownvisioncenter.com

Mark Birkmann, 0.D
Therapeutic Optometrist
Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

‘ DIETLEIN

& LABBE
EYE ASSOCIATES
Complete Eye Care - Optical Boutique

Dr. Jon F. Dietlein, M.D. ¢ Dr. Pamela Evans, O.D.
Cataract Surgery * Glaucoma
“New Technology Lens Implants”
Optical Boutique * Contact Lenses
930-EYES (3937) ¢ 311 Riverbend, Georgetown

Foot Associates of

Central Texas, LLC
Douglas J. Grimm, DPM
Scott T. Pattison, DPM
Physicians & Surgeons of the Foot
www.whymyfoothurts.com

Round Rock Georgetown Additional Locations
7700 Cat Hollow Dr. 3201 S. Austin Ave. in Lakeway
Suite 102 Suite 225 & Taylor

For an appointment call 930-3338.
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