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The introduction of scientific medicine in Latin America in the nineteenth century caused considerable discomfort, challenging 

the deeply held belief in the connection between the Catholic faith and healing. By the time of the Depression, scientific 

medicine had been granted exclusive healing authority by Latin American states. Using examples from Bogotá, Colombia, and 

Yucatán Mexico, this lecture in the history of Latin American medicine will illustrate the powerful relationship between scientific 

medicine and modern state structures. 
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