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., 2 Since its inception in
| September 2004,

Southwestern University's
Office of Civic

i Engagement has played an
integral role in helping
this institution deepen its

= commitment to
community-based learning

, and civic engagement.
The office facilitates
community-based learning
projects within academic
courses and connects
students to civic
engagement opportunities
on a continual basis.

What's In A Name?

ince the Office of Volunteer

Resources & Community-based
Learning is now the Office of Civic
Engagement, it seems only fitting that
the monthly publication from this Office
re-envision a new name and identity for
itself as well.

Much like the mythical creature for
which it is named, the Hydra* seeks to
represent myriad, diverse voices
speaking, crying, shouting, singing from
multiple constituencies — students,
faculty, staff, and members of the greater
community — and, at the same time, to be
mindful that we are all part of the same
“body”. The image of one body, many
heads, visually ties to my personal
interpretation to society: many voices,
ideas, needs, interests, articulated in
multiple iterations, all representing
something or someone different, but
ultimately, forced to operate within the
system to which they are attached, to the
thing that keeps them alive.

To me, individual civic
engagement is like being one, noisy head
of the hydra. I, as citizen, as member of a
larger, living system, have no choice but
to express my pleasure, my discontent,
with what goes on around me through
my words and actions. These words and
actions will invariably conflict with those
of others, those other heads of the hydra,
but this conflict, these challenges, must

happen in order to move the body forward.

Through this medium, we invite you to engage in discussion, to disagree, to
acquiesce, to look for or recommend courses of action. We need your voices. We need
you to contribute to the noise.

Suzy Pukys
Office of Civic Engagement

*Special thanks to Alex Rutledge for suggesting the
new name for this publication, and to Ansa
Copeland, who is entirely responsible for its vision.
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Introducing CEG Hall: Southwestern's
Green Hall Takes On New Face(s)

Perhaps a few juniors

and seniors will
remember the Green
Hall of the past.
Possibly even a handful
of sophomores but it is
unlikely. Even fewer
will remember what
Green Hall was all
about. I remember
living there two years
ago and hearing other
residents mention they
did not understand why
it was called “green
hall” when it was the
same color as every
other hall in the
building.

Well, ‘green” was
meant to reference the
commitment that
residents had to the
“Green” Movement;
that is, we were
supposed to be
ecologically and
environmentally
minded. But since its
initiation, it has lost
much of its meaning.

Originally, Green
Hall was home to a
group of dedicated
students, many of
whom were
environmental activists
in one form or another.
The three R’s (Reduce,
Reuse, and Recycle)
were their mantra, and
once upon a time, they
had been a real presence
on campus. They

spearheaded SEAK and
the SU Garden Club.
However, it did not last
long. While there was
always a handful of
residents who knew
what it was all about,
Green Hall lost its
‘pizzazz’ as students
who were less
enthusiastic about
environmental issues
took the majority.
Thanks to the recent
power surge of last
year’s signing of the
Talloires Declaration,
however, more students
than ever are throwing
their weight behind the
push for a more
sustainable university.

In the process
Green Hall has been
revitalized and reborn
as the Civic
Engagement/ Green
Hall (CEGH). By
teaming up with the
Office of Civic
Engagement, the new
hall is now home to
environmentally and
socially-minded
students. And CEG
Hall’s face lift involves
more than just new
faces; instead of being
housed in Moody
Shearn, it has been
relocated to the new
apartments.

But why the Office
of Civic Engagement?

To some it may seem to
be an odd pairing, but,
according to Suzy
Pukys (Coordinator of
Civic Engagement),
environmental activism
falls under the umbrella
of civic engagement.
The beauty of this
relationship will be
evident in many of the
projects this year’s CEG
Hall residents plan to
undertake. Such
projects include a bike
collective (based on
Austin’s Bike
Collective), a
community garden, a
food co-op, and peace
activism.

The hope is that
CEG Hall will be a hub
of energy for all
interested and not just
those actually living
there. Residents are
asked to allocate a
certain amount of time
to environmental and /
or social justice. For
many, this is nothing
new, but living in a
community with others
as invested as
themselves will
hopefully help to
streamline projects and
enhance networking.
Stop in for a visit of
catch a CEGH resident
and ask them what’s
going on.

Ansa Copeland

(VISTA in the Office of
Civic Engagement)
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OsCAR ROMERO

"'|H'M!, ME FUEDEN MATAR PERO NO A LA \VOZ DEL

YU ¢an kil ,Pw you camnot kill the vaice of

Fence and passerby on Dunvall Street, H ouston, TX 78626
by A Ixander Rutldge, dine 2007

En este foto hay un retrato de Oscar Romero, un Jesuita muy critica por la
violencia cometido por el gobierno Salvadorefio que fue apoyado por los
Estados Unidos durante la Guerra Civil. Romero escribi¢ la siguiente en una
carta al presidente Estado Unidense en aquel tiempo, Jimmy Carter: “Dice
usted que es Christiano. Por favor, si es Christiano, para los mandamientos
militares al ejercito aca por que se lo usa s6lo para matar mi gente.”
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The large face in the mural is Oscar Romero, who was an outspoken Jesuit
priest to the atrocities committed by the government in El Salvador. Romero
wrote a letter to Jimmy Carter, which reads "You say that you are Christian.
If you are really Christian, please stop sending military aid to the military
here, because they use it only to kill my people." Romero embraced a non-
violent form of liberation theology as his vision for bringing peace and
harmony home. Romero was a firm believer that hell was brought to El
Salvador, yet he believed that heaven was attainable on earth, and whether
he would live to see it or not did not matter because it is this spirit that seems
to reappear in the face of domination and oppression, and dead or alive, he
would experience it. Romero was shot after a homily, and later canonized
into sainthood. The shot that killed him was heard round the world, even on
Dunvale Street in Houston, Texas.
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Dr. Emily Northrop: Conversation
About Anti-Death Penalty Activism

n occasion, a message shows up in email
boxes all around Southwestern that begins
something like this:
Opposition to execution of (a person)

(this person) is scheduled to be executed today by the
People of Texas.

The signatories below share a number of overlapping
concerns about the death penalty. Some of the reasons
for opposing the penalty follow. All of us find at least
one of these reasons compelling, though not all of us
endorse all the arguments listed.

It is an unjust system in that the penalty is not fairly
applied...

Then a list of reasons, followed by a list of signatories that is currently about
260 strong. This email has been circulating for about 7 years now, and grows
steadily. Almost every time she sends it out with a new person and date, Dr.
Emily Northrop, Associate Professor of Economics, receives a request to be added
to the list.

It is a quiet protest, and a gentle reminder for me on the occasions I find it in
my inbox. After having seen it for so many years, my curiosity was piqued. I
asked Dr. Northrop to sit down with me for a few minutes to discuss what
compelled this simple act and her activism against capital punishment.

She told me that she first got involved with this issue through letter writing
with Amnesty International when she lived in New Hampshire. “It’s just so awful
to strap someone down and kill them.” She says that, as for human rights, the USA
and China are among the last countries to practice capital punishment.

When she was presented with the prospect of moving to Texas, she was
aware that she would be moving to the state renowned for the large number of
people executed each year.

Her eventual response was to approach some colleagues with the idea of the
email protests, so from the beginning there were multiple signatures along with
the invitation for others to sign on. It is internal only and, as far as she knows, it
has never been circulated among non-Southwestern community members.

As the email indicates, there are many reasons people oppose the practice of
capital punishment. When I asked about her personal motives, she primarily
spoke about the complexity of larger social issues connected with what could
initially appear to be such a straightforward proposition. When people kill other
people, it is logical (for some) to kill them. But when other factors such as race,
mental health, situational complications, and the potential for faulty evidence are
introduced, this seemingly simple issue is muddied, inevitably resulting in...

(Continued on last page)




AUSTIN TENANTS' CoUNCIL

LOOKING FOR FEO PLE INTERESTED
INVO LUNTEERING WITH T E FAIR
H OUSING FROGRAM . FOR MORE INFO :
b TTP.//WWW 4 0 USING-

RIGH TS.ORG/FAIRH OUSING 4 TML.
CoNTACT MORGAN MORRISO N:
FAIR H 0USING TESTING
COORDINATOR
AUSTIN TENANTS' Co UNCIL
1640-B EAST 2ND STREET, SUITE
150
AusTIN, TX 78702
512-474-7007 exT. 104

CaTH ouc Ci ARITIES
D1oceEsE OF AUSTIN

INTERESTED IN VO LUNTEERING?IF SO,
WE H AVE LOTS OF GREAT
0 PRORTUNITIES. |F INTERESTED IN
\O LUNTEERING, CALL MARTH A ASSE
AT 651-6126 OR EMAILAT
MARTH A-RSSE@ AUSTIND I0 CESE.ORG

SociaL LsTICE FUND NW  INVTES
APPLICATIONS FOR CULTURAL
GRANTS PROGRAM

Deadline: September 24,
2007 SociaL dsTice Funo NW
WILL FROMDE APFRO XIMATELY SIX TO
SEVEN GRANTS 0 FUP TO $10,000
EACH FOR GRASSROOTS SOCIAL

CH ANGE ORG-ANIZATIONS Ti AT ARE
INVO LVED IN CULTURALWORK . FOR
MO RE INFO :

b TTP.//30 CIALUSTICEFUND ORG/

a guide to some local volunteer opportunities and activism.
To add your organization, contact Ansa Copeland at 512-818-
2237 or copelana@southwestern.edu.

Hu_m E Bus

Sci oo LSuPPLY DRIVE
Th E GEORGETOWN AREA JNIOR FORUM IS CO LLECTING NEW SCH 00 L
SUPPLIES FOR TH E CH ILDREN IN NEED TH AT ATTEND SCH OO LIN
GEORGETOWN INDEFENDENT St 00 LD ISTRICT. YOUR SUPRORT IS
NEEDED AS TH E NEW SCi 00 LYEAR APFROACH ES. FOR MORE
INFORMATION MSIT WWW .GAJF.ORG OR CONTACT Ch RISTY H AL, ALL
Th E Bus Ci AIR GARJ FUNDRAISING@ YA# 00 .COM.

INTERESTED IN VO LUNTEERING?IF S0, WE CATH OL | C

K AVE LOTS O F GREAT 0 PRORTUNITIES. IF
INTERESTED IN VO LUNTEERING, CALL MARTH A CHARITIES
JSSE AT 651-6126 OR EMAILAT MARTH A- CENTRAL TEXAS
JASSE@ AUSTIND I0 CESE ORG DIOCCESE OF AUSTIN

Curre ntwvo Iint e r opportunites:

Adm inistratinve Support T Bphone work (bi-Ingualpre £ rre d) datae ntry, fillng,
copying, com put r prog ct, pre paring m ai Ings, m ake ph one call or tack o linter
hours.

Young Adu EMe ntors: W ork w it youngsingll parent as tey go trough our Young
Fare nt Succeed program . Frovide ¢ m otionalkupportand he b cknt estab kh and
ralkze teirgoal orte futur.

Naturalzation W orksh op on O cober 6t : Assistfam i ks app ¥ing for citize nship. This
inclides setingup for te workshop, he bingte clknt filoutresidency history for te
Bst5 ye ars, dire cting traffic, ek ing passportph ots and going ovr te actual

app Ication. Training w i Mbe provided.

Chill Care \OUlnters Prour Young Fare nt Succee d Rogram

Food D onations faci Habor: Look ing for som e one  callbcalbusinesses © ge tdonations
for te ood pantry as we Bas discount on product purch ased for te panty. This
person wou B work in conjunction w it te fod panty coordinabr.

Lif Ski M Instucor: Cat ollc Ch arities is boking for insttucors wh o can €ach \arious
RE skill chsses ©ourckns.

Acce ss Tor Ce ntralE xans- Rovding App BIcation Assistance for Stak and F derall
Be ne fit:

Assistw it adm inistrative tesks incliding addre ssing postcards maild © cknt. Some
o linters may tain © assistcknt wit com p Bing £ de rallbe ne fit app Ications.

\olinterath ealk Rir Exent:

e PboutatCatollc Charities ®b Ingeent tatare he B atvarious healk clnics in e
Austin area. D uties inclide greeting peopl, h anding outfle rs on stat bene fit t atare
avai b I and answ e ring basic q ue stons.

Research and Plnning Intm:
gat er census, dem ograph ic and be stpractice data for re port, grant and program
p Bnning.

For more information, contact Suzy Pukys in the Office of Civic Engagement
1001 East University Ave, Georgetown, Tx 78626
512.863.1987 pukyss@southwestern.edu




Dr. Emily Northrop: Conversation
About Anti-Death Penalty Activism
(Continued from pg7)

the occasional execution of people who are
later exonerated.

"Across the US, as people become aware of
the complex realities of our system of capital
punishment, their support for the practice falters."

I'was curious about her classes; is capital
punishment ever discussed with her economics
students in class? Not under her orchestration,
she says. "It is such a complex, emotionally
charged issue it is better to leave it out of a class
setting where it is not immediately relevant." For
example, she doesn't see macroeconomics as the
appropriate place for such a discussion.

Dr Northrop’s activism has also
included the annual march held in Austin and
hosting ‘Journey of Hope’ at Southwestern
University, an event that includes family
members of murder victims speaking against
the death penalty out of their personal
experiences. To get involved, you could add
your name to her list or contact
Southwestern’s chapter of Amnesty
International.

Ansa Copeland
VISTA in the Office of Civic Engagement

2007 Community Service
and Service-Learning
Professional Development
Retreat September 27-28
Holiday Inn Town Lake,

Austin

N4
2N\

Texas| Campus Compact

Join other college and university faculty, staff, students,
and AmeriCorps*VISTAs as they discuss the role of
higher education in society. This will be a 2-day retreat
to learn more about incorporating Service-Learning and
civic engagement on your campus. Come to network,
learn, and exchange new ideas!

Special Guest: Nadinne Cruz

Who should attend?
Community Service Directors
Directors of Service-Learning
AmeriCorps*VISTAs
Faculty
Students
Community Partners
Anyone interested in learning more about Service-
Learning and civic engagement!

Registration Fees:
$75 — TXCC Members
$125 — Nonmembers

W ILLIAMS ELEMENTARY IS LOOKING FOR MO LUNTEERS TO
HELPWITH ThE FALL FESTIVALON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER
29, 2007. THE FESTIVALISHELD AT W ILLIAMS FROM
11AM UNTIL4PM . FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
SALLY FOURNIER

VO LUNTEER COORDINATOR - WiLLIAMS PTA

W ILLIAMSPTA @ GEO RGETO W NISD .0RG

P onE: 830-385-6850

H ydra is assembled and published by the Office of Civic Engagement. The views and
opinions expressed here are not necessarily held by this office.
To voice concerns, contact Suzy Pukys at pukyss@southwestern.edu or at x1987
To submit articles, photos, art, volunteer opportunities or other relevant material,
contact Ansa Copeland at copelana@southwestern.edu or x1215. All are welcome!
Be well, until next month.

For more information, contact Suzy Pukys in the Office of Civic Engagement
1001 East University Ave, Georgetown, Tx 78626
512.863.1987 pukyss@southwestern.edu





