
Civic En gage m e n t at Sou th w e s te rn  U n ive r s ity

H ydra 

South w e ste rn's  Gre e n H all tak e s  
on ne w  face (s):
You m ay not re cogniz e  th e  ne w  
and  im prove d  CEG H all, 
form e rly k now n as Gre e n H all.

Inte rvie w  w ith  D r. Em ily 
North rop: Capital Punis h m e nt

Introducing th e  H ydra from  th e  
O ffice  of Civic Engage m e nt

O scar R om e ro: a pie ce  of social 
h istory found  on a fe nce  in 
H ouston. 
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ABO UT H YD RA

Since  th e  O ffice  of Volunte e r 
R e source s &  Com m unity-base d  

Le arning is  now  th e  O ffice  of Civic 
Engage m e nt, it se e m s only fitting th at 
th e  m onth ly publication from  th is  O ffice  
re -e nvis ion a ne w  nam e  and  id e ntity for 
itse lf as w e ll.

Much  lik e  th e  m yth ical cre ature  for 
w h ich  it is  nam e d , th e  H yd ra* se e k s  to 
re pre se nt m yriad , d ive rse  voice s  
spe ak ing, crying, s h outing, s inging from  
m ultiple  constitue ncie s  – stud e nts, 
faculty, staff, and  m e m be rs  of th e  gre ate r 
com m unity – and , at th e  sam e  tim e , to be  
m indful th at w e  are  all part of th e  sam e  
“body”.  Th e  im age  of one  body, m any 
h e ad s, visually tie s  to m y pe rsonal 
inte rpre tation to socie ty:  m any voice s, 
id e as, ne e d s, inte re sts, articulate d  in 
m ultiple  ite rations, all re pre se nting 
som e th ing or som e one  d iffe re nt, but 
ultim ate ly, force d  to ope rate  w ith in th e  
syste m  to w h ich  th e y are  attach e d , to th e  
th ing th at k e e ps th e m  alive .

To m e , ind ividual civic 
e ngage m e nt is  lik e  b e ing one , noisy h e ad  
of th e  h yd ra.  I, as citiz e n, as m e m be r of a 
large r, living syste m , h ave  no ch oice  but 
to e xpre ss  m y ple asure , m y d isconte nt, 
w ith  w h at goe s on around  m e  th rough  
m y w ord s and  actions.  Th e se  w ord s and  
actions w ill invariably conflict w ith  th ose  
of oth e rs, th ose  oth e r h e ad s of th e  h yd ra, 
but th is  conflict, th e se  ch alle nge s, m ust 

h appe n in ord e r to m ove  th e  body forw ard.  
Th rough  th is  m e d ium , w e  invite  you to e ngage  in d iscuss ion, to d isagre e , to 

acq uie sce , to look  for or re com m e nd  course s  of action.  W e  ne e d  your voice s.  W e  ne e d  
you to contribute  to th e  noise .

Suzy Puk ys
O ffice  of Civic Engage m e nt

*Spe cial th ank s  to A le x R utle dge  for sugge sting th e  
ne w  nam e  for th is  publication, and  to A nsa 
Cope land , w h o is  e ntire ly re sponsible  for its vis ion.
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Pe rh aps a fe w  juniors 
and  se niors w ill 

re m e m be r th e  Gre e n 
H all of th e  past. 
Poss ibly e ve n a h andful 
of soph om ore s  but it is  
unlik e ly. Eve n fe w e r 
w ill re m e m be r w h at 
Gre e n H all w as all 
about. I re m e m be r 
living th e re  tw o ye ars 
ago and  h e aring oth e r 
re s id e nts m e ntion th e y 
d id  not und e rstand  w h y 
it w as calle d  “gre e n 
h all” w h e n it w as th e  
sam e  color as e ve ry 
oth e r h all in th e  
build ing. 

W e ll, ‘gre e n’ w as 
m e ant to re fe re nce  th e  
com m itm e nt th at 
re s id e nts h ad  to th e  
“Gre e n” Move m e nt; 
th at is, w e  w e re  
suppose d  to be  
e cologically and  
e nvironm e ntally 
m ind e d. But s ince  its 
initiation, it h as lost 
m uch  of its m e aning. 

O riginally, Gre e n 
H all w as h om e  to a 
group of d e d icate d  
stud e nts, m any of 
w h om  w e re  
e nvironm e ntal activists 
in one  form  or anoth e r. 
Th e  th re e  R ’s  (R e duce , 
R e use , and  R e cycle ) 
w e re  th e ir m antra, and  
once  upon a tim e , th e y 
h ad  be e n a re al pre se nce  
on cam pus. Th e y 

spe arh e ad e d  SEA K and  
th e  SU Gard e n Club. 
H ow e ve r, it d id  not last 
long. W h ile  th e re  w as 
alw ays a h andful of 
re s id e nts w h o k ne w  
w h at it w as all about, 
Gre e n H all lost its 
‘piz z az z ’ as  stud e nts 
w h o w e re  le ss  
e nth us iastic about 
e nvironm e ntal issue s  
took  th e  m ajority. 
Th ank s  to th e  re ce nt 
pow e r surge  of last 
ye ar’s  s igning of th e  
Talloire s  D e claration, 
h ow e ve r, m ore  stud e nts 
th an e ve r are  th row ing 
th e ir w e igh t be h ind  th e  
push  for a m ore  
sustainable  unive rs ity. 

In th e  proce ss  
Gre e n H all h as b e e n 
re vitaliz e d  and  re born 
as th e  Civic 
Engage m e nt/ Gre e n 
H all (CEGH ). By 
te am ing up w ith  th e  
O ffice  of Civic 
Engage m e nt, th e  ne w  
h all is  now  h om e  to 
e nvironm e ntally and  
socially-m ind e d  
stud e nts. A nd  CEG 
H all’s face  lift involve s 
m ore  th an just ne w  
face s; inste ad  of be ing 
h ouse d  in Moody 
Sh e arn, it h as b e e n 
re locate d  to th e  ne w  
apartm e nts.

But w h y th e  O ffice  
of Civic Engage m e nt? 

To som e  it m ay se e m  to 
be  an odd  pairing, but, 
accord ing to Suz y 
Puk ys (Coord inator of 
 Civic Engage m e nt), 
e nvironm e ntal activism  
falls und e r th e  um bre lla 
of civic e ngage m e nt. 
Th e  b e auty of th is  
re lationsh ip w ill be  
e vid e nt in m any of th e  
proje cts th is  ye ar’s  CEG 
H all re s id e nts plan to 
und e rtak e . Such  
proje cts include  a b ik e  
colle ctive  (base d  on 
A ustin’s  Bik e  
Colle ctive ), a 
com m unity gard e n, a 
food  co-op, and  pe ace  
activism . 

Th e  h ope  is  th at 
CEG H all w ill be  a h ub  
of e ne rgy for all 
inte re ste d  and  not just 
th ose  actually living 
th e re . R e s id e nts are  
ask e d  to allocate  a 
ce rtain am ount of tim e  
to e nvironm e ntal and/ 
or social justice . For 
m any, th is  is  noth ing 
ne w , but living in a 
com m unity w ith  oth e rs  
as inve ste d  as 
th e m se lve s w ill 
h ope fully h e lp to 
stre am line  proje cts and  
e nh ance  ne tw ork ing. 
Stop in for a vis it of 
catch  a CEGH  re s id e nt 
and  ask  th e m  w h at’s  
going on.

 
Ansa Copeland 
(VISTA  in th e  O ffice  of 
Civic Engage m e nt) 

CIVIC ENGAGEM ENT GREEN H ALL
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Fence  and passe rby on D unvale Stre et, H ouston, TX 78626 
by Alexand e r Rutledge , Jun e  2007

En e ste  foto h ay un re trato d e  O scar R om e ro, un Je suita m uy critica por la 
viole ncia com e tido por e l gob ie rno Salvadore ño q ue  fue  apoyado por los 
Estados Unidos durante  la Gue rra Civil. R om e ro e scrib ió la s iguie nte  e n una 
carta al pre s id e nte  Estado Unid e nse  e n aq ue l tie m po, Jim m y Carte r: “D ice  
uste d  q ue  e s  Ch ristiano. Por favor, s i e s  Ch ristiano, para los m andam ie ntos 
m ilitare s  al e je rcito aca por q ue  se  lo usa sólo para m atar m i ge nte .”

O SCAR  RO M ERO
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Th e  large  face  in th e  m ural is  Óscar R om e ro, w h o w as an outspok e n Je suit 
prie st to th e  atrocitie s  com m itte d  by th e  gove rnm e nt in El Salvador. R om e ro 
w rote  a le tte r to Jim m y Carte r, w h ich  re ad s "You say th at you are  Ch ristian. 
If you are  re ally Ch ristian, ple ase  stop se nd ing m ilitary aid  to th e  m ilitary 
h e re , b e cause  th e y use  it only to k ill m y pe ople ." R om e ro e m brace d  a non-
viole nt form  of libe ration th e ology as h is  vis ion for bringing pe ace  and  
h arm ony h om e . R om e ro w as a firm  be lie ve r th at h e ll w as brough t to El 
Salvador, ye t h e  b e lie ve d  th at h e ave n w as attainable  on e arth , and  w h e th e r 
h e  w ould  live  to se e  it or not d id  not m atte r b e cause  it is  th is  spirit th at se e m s 
to re appe ar in th e  face  of dom ination and  oppre ss ion, and  d e ad  or alive , h e  
w ould  e xpe rie nce  it.  R om e ro w as s h ot afte r a h om ily, and  late r canoniz e d  
into sainth ood. Th e  s h ot th at k ille d  h im  w as h e ard  round  th e  w orld, e ve n on 
D unvale  Stre e t in H ouston, Te xas. 
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ACTIVISM  O N CAM PUS: D EATH  PENALTY

O n occas ion, a s h ow s  up in e m ail 
b oxe s  all around  South w e ste rn th at b e gins  

som e th ing lik e  th i s :

Th e n a list of re asons, follow e d  by a list of s ignatorie s  th at is  curre ntly about 
260 strong. Th is  e m ail h as b e e n circulating for about 7 ye ars now , and  grow s 
ste ad ily. A lm ost e ve ry tim e  s h e  s e nd s it out w ith  a ne w  pe rson and  date , D r. 
Em ily North rop, A ssociate  Profe ssor of Econom ics, re ce ive s a re q ue st to be  add e d  
to th e  list.  

It is  a q uie t prote st, and  a ge ntle  re m ind e r for m e  on th e  occasions I find  it in 
m y inbox. A fte r h aving se e n it for so m any ye ars, m y curios ity w as piq ue d. I 
ask e d  D r. North rop to s it dow n w ith  m e  for a fe w  m inute s to d iscuss  w h at 
com pe lle d  th is  s im ple  act and  h e r activism  against capital punis h m e nt. 

Sh e  told  m e  th at sh e  first got involve d  w ith  th is  is sue  th rough  le tte r w riting 
w ith  A m ne sty Inte rnational w h e n s h e  live d  in Ne w  H am psh ire . “It’s  just so aw ful 
to strap som e one  dow n and  k ill th e m .” Sh e  says th at, as for h um an righ ts, th e  USA  
and  Ch ina are  am ong th e  last countrie s  to practice  capital punis h m e nt.   

W h e n s h e  w as pre se nte d  w ith  th e  prospe ct of m oving to Te xas, s h e  w as 
aw are  th at sh e  w ould  be  m oving to th e  state  re now ne d  for th e  large  num be r of 
pe ople  e xe cute d  e ach  ye ar. 

H e r e ve ntual re sponse  w as to approach  som e  colle ague s w ith  th e  id e a of th e  
e m ail prote sts, so from  th e  b e ginning th e re  w e re  m ultiple  s ignature s  along w ith  
th e  invitation for oth e rs  to s ign on. It is  inte rnal only and , as far as s h e  k now s, it 
h as ne ve r be e n circulate d  am ong non-South w e ste rn com m unity m e m be rs. 

A s th e  e m ail ind icate s, th e re  are  m any re asons pe ople  oppose  th e  practice  of 
capital punis h m e nt. W h e n I ask e d  about h e r pe rsonal m otive s, s h e  prim arily 
spok e  about th e  com ple xity of large r social issue s  conne cte d  w ith  w h at could  
initially appe ar to be  such  a straigh tforw ard  proposition. W h e n pe ople  k ill oth e r 
pe ople , it is  logical (for som e ) to k ill th e m . But w h e n oth e r factors such  as race , 
m e ntal h e alth , s ituational com plications, and  th e  pote ntial for faulty e vid e nce  are  
introduce d , th is  s e e m ingly s im ple  is sue  is   m udd ie d , ine vitably re sulting in...

(Continue d  on last page )

O pposition to e xe cution of (a pe rson)

(th is  pe rson) is  sch e dule d  to be  e xe cute d  today by th e  
Pe ople  of Te xas.

Th e  s ignatorie s  b e low  sh are  a num be r of ove rlapping 
conce rns about th e  d e ath  pe nalty.  Som e  of th e  re asons 
for opposing th e  pe nalty follow .  A ll of us find  at le ast 
one  of th e se  re asons com pe lling, th ough  not all of us 
e ndorse  all th e  argum e nts liste d.

It is  an unjust syste m  in th at th e  pe nalty is  not fairly 
applie d …
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local volunte e r opportunitie s  and  activism . 
To add  your organiz ation, contact A nsa Cope land  at 512-818-
2237 or cope lana@south w e ste rn.e du.

AUSTIN TENANTS' CO UNCIL

 LO O KING FO R PEO PLE INTERESTED  
INVO LUNTEERING W ITH  TH E FAIR 
H O USING PRO GRAM. FO R MO RE INFO : 
H TTP://W W W .H O USING-
RIGH TS.O RG/FAIRH O USING.H TML. 
CO NTACT MO RGAN MO RRISO N:
FAIR H O USING TESTING 
CO O RD INATO R

AUSTIN TENANTS' CO UNCIL

1640-B EAST 2ND  STREET, SUITE 
150
AUSTIN, TX 78702
512-474-7007 EXT. 104

CATH O LIC CH ARITIES 
D IO CESE O F AUSTIN

INTERESTED  IN VO LUNTEERING? IF SO , 
W E H AVE LO TS O F GREAT 
O PPO RTUNITIES. IF INTERESTED  IN 
VO LUNTEERING, CALL MARTH A JASSE 
AT 651-6126 O R EMAIL AT 
MARTH A-JASSE@ AUSTIND IO CESE.O RG

Curre nt volunte e r opportunitie s :

Adm inistrative  Support: Te le ph one  w ork  (bi-lingual pre fe rre d), data e ntry, filing, 
copying, com pute r proje cts , pre paring m ailings , m ak e  ph one  calls or track  volunte e r 
h ours . 

Young Adult Me ntors : W ork  w ith  young s ingle  pare nts  as  th e y go th rough  our Young 
Pare nts  Succe e d program . Provide  e m otional support and h e lp clie nts  e stablis h  and 
re alize  th e ir goals for th e  future . 

Naturalization W ork s h op on O ctobe r 6th :  As s ist fam ilie s  applying for citize ns h ip. Th is  
include s  s e tting up for th e  w ork s h op, h e lping th e  clie nts  fill out re s ide ncy h istory for th e  
last 5 ye ars , dire cting traffic, tak ing pas sport ph otos  and going ove r th e  actual 
application. Training w ill be  provide d.

Ch ild Care  Volunte e rs  for our Young Pare nts  Succe e d Program

Food D onations  facilitator: Look ing for som e one  to call local bus ine s s e s  to ge t donations  
for th e  food pantry as  w e ll as  discounts  on products  purch as e d for th e  pantry. Th is  
pe rson w ould w ork  in conjunction w ith  th e  food pantry coordinator. 

Life  Sk ills Instructor: Cath olic Ch aritie s  is  look ing for instructors  w h o can te ach  various  
life  s k ills clas s e s  to our clie nts . 

Acce s s  for Ce ntral Te xans - Providing Application As s istance  for State  and Fe de ral 
Be ne fits :
As s ist w ith  adm inistrative  tas k s  including addre s s ing postcards  m aile d to clie nts . Som e  
volunte e rs  m ay train to as s ist clie nts  w ith  com ple ting fe de ral be ne fits  applications . 

Volunte e r at H e alth  Fair Eve nts :
H e lp out at Cath olic Ch aritie s  tabling e ve nts  th at are  h e ld at various  h e alth  clinics  in th e  
Austin are a. D utie s  include ; gre e ting pe ople , h anding out flye rs  on state  be ne fits  th at are  
available  and answ e ring bas ic q ue stions . 

Re s e arch  and Planning Inte rn:
gath e r ce nsus , de m ograph ic and be st practice  data for re ports , grants  and program  
planning.  

INTERESTED  IN VO LUNTEERING? IF SO , W E 
H AVE LO TS O F GREAT O PPO RTUNITIES. IF 

INTERESTED  IN VO LUNTEERING, CALL M ARTH A  
JASSE AT 651-6126 O R  EM AIL AT M ARTH A -

JASSE@ AUSTIND IO CESE.O RG

SO CIAL JUSTICE FUND  NW  INVITES 
APPLICATIO NS FO R  CULTURAL 

GRANTS PRO GRAM

 SO CIAL JUSTICE FUND  NW  
W ILL PRO VID E APPRO XIMATELY SIX TO  
SEVEN GRANTS O F UP TO  $10,000 
EACH  FO R GRASSRO O TS SO CIAL 
CH ANGE O RG-ANIZ ATIO NS TH AT ARE 
INVO LVED  IN CULTURAL W O RK. FO R 
MO RE INFO : 
H TTP://SO CIALJUSTICEFUND .O RG/

FILL TH E BUS 
SCH O O L SUPPLY D RIVE

TH E GEO RGETO W N AREA JUNIO R FO RUM IS CO LLECTING NEW  SCH O O L 
SUPPLIES FO R TH E CH ILD REN IN NEED  TH AT ATTEND  SCH O O L IN 
GEO RGETO W N IND EPEND ENT SCH O O L D ISTRICT.  YO UR SUPPO RT IS 
NEED ED  AS TH E NEW  SCH O O L YEAR APPRO ACH ES. FO R MO RE 
INFO RMATIO N VISIT W W W .GAJF.O RG O R CO NTACT CH RISTY H ALL, FILL 
TH E BUS CH A IR GAFJ_FUND RAISING@ YAH O O .CO M.



 th e  occasional e xe cution of pe ople  w h o are  
late r e xone rate d.

"A cross th e  US, as pe ople  be com e  aw are  of 
th e  com ple x re alitie s  of our syste m  of capital 
punis h m e nt, th e ir support for th e  practice  falte rs."

I w as curious about h e r classe s; is  capital 
punis h m e nt e ve r d iscusse d  w ith  h e r e conom ics 
stud e nts in class? Not und e r h e r orch e stration, 
s h e  says. "It is  such  a com ple x, e m otionally 
ch arge d  is sue  it is  b e tte r to le ave  it out of a class 
se tting w h e re  it is  not im m e d iate ly re le vant." For 
e xam ple , s h e  doe sn't se e  m acroe conom ics as th e  
appropriate  place  for such  a d iscuss ion.

D r North rop’s  activism  h as  also 
includ e d  th e  annual m arch  h e ld  in A ustin and  
h osting ‘Journe y of H ope ’ at South w e ste rn 
Unive rs ity, an e ve nt th at includ e s  fam ily 
m e m b e rs  of m urd e r victim s  s pe ak ing against 
th e  d e ath  pe nalty out of th e ir pe rsonal 
e xpe rie nce s. To ge t involve d , you could  ad d  
your nam e  to h e r list or contact 
South w e ste rn’s  ch apte r of A m ne sty 
Inte rnational. 

Ans a Copeland
VISTA  in th e  O ffice  of Civic Engage m e nt

H ydra 

 

W ILLIAMS ELEMENTARY IS LO O KING FO R VO LUNTEERS TO  
H ELP W ITH  TH E FALL FESTIVAL O N SATURD AY, SEPTEMBER 
29 , 2007.  TH E FESTIVAL IS H ELD  AT W ILLIAMS FRO M 
11AM UNTIL 4PM. FO R MO RE INFO RMATIO N, CO NTACT:
SALLY FO URNIER

VO LUNTEER CO O RD INATO R - W ILLIAMS PTA
W ILLIAMSPTA@ GEO RGETO W NISD .O RG

PH O NE:  830-385-6850




