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LETTER  FRO M  TH E ED ITO R

South w e ste rn Unive rs ity h as b e e n m y h om e  for th e  
last 5 ye ars. A s I pre pare  to m ove  on w ith  m y life , 

I h ave  spe nt som e  tim e  re fle cting on w h at I h ave  
le arne d  and  h ow  I h ave  grow n in th at tim e . A s I say 
goodbye , I w ould  lik e  to sh are  a fe w  of th ose  
th ough ts. 

Not unlik e  m any stud e nts’ e xpe rie nce , e ach  
ye ar at South w e ste rn Unive rs ity h as b e e n m ark e d  in 
som e  uniq ue  w ay, som e  by spe cific pe rsonal m atte rs 
and  som e  by m ore  acad e m ic landm ark s. Th rough  m y 
4 ye ars as a stud e nt and  one  as staff, I ch ange d  and  
d e ve lope d  q uick ly and  d ram atically. Look ing back  to 
th e  pe rson I w as upon e nte ring SU is  rath e r 
d isorie nting. It is  h ard  for m e  to be lie ve  th e  
d iffe re nce s in b e lie ve s and  practice s. A t tim e s  I th ink  
th e re  is  no w ay I w ould  “ge t along” w ith  th at pe rson. 
Ye t som e tim e s  it h e lps m e  to appre ciate  and  value  
th ose  w h o be lie ve  rad ically d iffe re nt th ings; I k now  
th at th e  pe rson I am  now  and  th e  pe rson I w as th e n 
h ave  th e  sam e  h e art, but d iffe re nt und e rstand ings. I 
lik e  to th ink  it h e lps.

In th is  last ye ar as a staff m e m be r, I h ave  h ad  

th e  opportunity to put som e  of th e  id e as born 
in classroom s into action. I h ave  th orough ly 
e njoye d  ge tting to w ork  w ith  stud e nts on 
proje cts lik e  th e  H yd ra, th e  SU Bik e  Colle ctive , 
Civic Engage m e nt Gre e n H all, and  a ple th ora 
of oth e rs. A nd , unlik e  m y tim e  as a stud e nt, I 
h ave  not h ad  to split m y tim e  b e tw e e n th e se  
and  proje cts re lating to classe s  (h e e  h e e !). 
Ple ase  do not h ate  m e . (By th e  w ay, I also 
adore d  m y classe s.) 

My involve m e nt in stud e nt initiative s 
from  th is  s id e  of th e  unive rs ity com m unity h as 
re ctifie d  som e  of th e  m isconce ptions I h ad  as a 
stud e nt. Th rough out m y tim e  as a stud e nt, I 
w as one  of th ose  w h o spok e  about th e  “SU 
bubble”. I am  pre tty sure  th at one  is  still 
around. I k now  th is  id e a w as around  back  in 
th e  80s. I found  th is  sam e  te rm  in an is sue  of 
th e  Me gaph one  from  19 83! But it re ally is  a 
strange  one , and  one  I w as say is  large ly 
psych ological and  se lf-pe rpe tuating. A fte r all, 
h ow  m any stud e nts h ave  be e n involve d  w ith  
com m unity proje cts outsid e  of th e  cam pus 
prope rty or w ith  sch ool k id s  from  th e  
Ge orge tow n are a? W h e re  do our staff and  
faculty go afte r th e y le ave  th e ir office s  and  
class room s? A nd  it goe s th e  oth e r w ay, too. I 

h ave  ofte n ove rh e ard  conve rsations re gard ing e ve nts 
or d e ve lopm e nts at South w e ste rn w h ile  s itting at 
Cianfranni’s  or Monum e nt. 

Sure , th e re  are  th ose  stud e nts w h o ne ve r inve st 
in Ge orge tow n, but I w ould  say th at th e y are  le ss  th e  
norm  th an m any pe ople  m ay be lie ve . Th e re  are  
d e finite  te ns ions b e tw e e n som e  id e ologie s  
e ncounte re d  at SU and  th ose  pre vale nt in 
Ge orge tow n, but th at te ns ion only d e m onstrate s an 
organic re lationsh ip of e xch ange  b e tw e e n tw o 
se e m ingly d istinct com m unitie s. 

A s I h e ad  off to graduate  sch ool, I k now  I w ill 
m iss  South w e ste rn and  Ge orge tow n. In m y m ind , 
you can’t h ave  one  w ith out th e  oth e r. Long story 
s h ort, South w e ste rn Unive rs ity h as b e e n an am az ing 
tim e . For now , se e  ya!
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Please  tell us a little about 
yourself. W h at m ak e s you 

intere sted  in  th is project? H ow  
w as it conce ived? W h y do you 
th in k  it is im portant to th e  
South w e stern  University 
com m unity? W h at th ough ts or 
beliefs about art m otivate  you?

"I am  junior at 
South w e ste rn Unive rs ity 
m ajoring in m usic. I cam e  up 
w ith  th e  id e a of th e  A rts 
Fe stival afte r a D e lta O m icron 
brainstorm ing m e e ting; w e  
w e re  trying th ink  of e ve nts to 
plan for th e  ye ar. I se e  th e  
Fe stival as an opportunity to 
bring th e  th re e  fine  arts 
d e partm e nts toge th e r and  
e ducate  and  e nte rtain th e  
South w e ste rn cam pus and  
Ge orge tow n com m unity. I 
b e lie ve  th at th e  Fe stival w ill 
spotligh t our Fine  A rts 
d e partm e nts and  s h ow  non-
m ajors w h at w e  are  cre ating 
during class tim e  and  
re h e arsals." 

H ow  h as th e  project be en  
rece ived? W h at ch allenge s h ave 
you faced? W h o h ave you w ork e d  
w ith  to put it togeth e r?

"Eve ryone  I h ave  
approach e d  about th e  proje ct 
h as b e e n ve ry supportive  and  
inte re ste d  in it. Pe ople  are  
re ally e xcite d  about h aving 
art, m usic, and  th e atre  
toge th e r in one  are a at th e  
sam e  tim e , e spe cially th ose  
w h o are  stud e nts in th e  
arts… .w e  ve ry rare ly re aliz e  
h ow  little  w e  re ally k now  

about th e  oth e r arts. D uring 
th is  proje ct I h ave  le arne d  h ow  
im portant it is  to build  a face -
to-face  re lationsh ip w ith  th e  
pe ople  th at I am  w ork ing w ith -
m e aning th at e -m ail h as not 
se rve d  m e  ve ry w e ll in th is  
e nd e avor. I h ave  m e e t w ith  
m any profe ssors and  stud e nts 
th at w ork  in th e  Fine  A rts 
D e partm e nts and  am  also 
w ork ing w ith  Mask  and  W ig 
and  th e  A rt A ssociation. "

Please  talk  about w h at th e  
day of th e  event w ill look  lik e  and  
w h at you h ope  people w ill leave 
w ith ?

"Th e  A rts Fe stival w ill 
tak e  place  from  11-5 on A pril 
5th . Th e  space s re se rve d  for 
th e  e ve nt are  th e  Bis h op’s  
Lounge , ve randa, and  
acad e m ic m all. Sm all 
e nse m ble s w ill pe rform  in th e  
Bis h op’s  Lounge  th rough out 
th e  day, and  at noon th e  Fine  
A rts Sch olar Le cture  w ill tak e  
place . D uring th e  Fine  A rts 
Sch olar Le cture , one  und e r and  
uppe r class stud e nt from  th e  
m us ic, th e atre , and  art h istory 
d e partm e nts w ill give  a te n-
m inute  pre se ntation on th e ir 
re se arch  in th e  arts. A fte r th e  
le cture s, D e lta O m icron w ill 
h old  a d raw ing for th e ir raffle  
in support of th e  Mr. H olland ’s  
O pus Foundation. Com pose rs ’ 
Colle ctive  w ill h ost W h ile -You-
W ait-Com positions w h e re  
atte nd e e s  w ill h ave  a ch ance  to 
h ave  th e ir ve ry ow n e igh t 
m e asure s  of m usic com pose d  
for th e m . A t tw o o’clock  th e  
instrum e nt pe tting z oo w ill 
be gin in th e  Bis h op’s  Lounge . 
D uring th e  instrum e nt pe tting 

z oo atte nd e e s  w ill ge t a ch ance  
to h andle  and , in som e  case s, 
play th e  instrum e nts available . 
Th e re  w ill be  an art e xh ib ition 
by th e  A rt A ssociation in th e  
m ap room  ne ar th e  e ntrance  of 
th e  McCom bs build ing, as w e ll 
as an art installation by 
R icardo Le vario, stud io arts 
m ajor. Clair McA dam s is  
planning to se t up h e r stud io 
e ith e r in th e  Bis h op’s  Lounge  
or outsid e  on th e  m all (if th e  
w e ath e r pe rm its), and  e xplain 
w h at sh e  is  doing w h ile  
h old ing a ph oto sh oot. Th e re  
w ill be  fre e  e xpre ss ion 
painting on th e  m all in w h ich  
atte nd e e s  at th e  fe stival w ill be  
able  to paint on banne rs th at 
w ill be  d isplaye d  on th e  
catw alk  during m idnigh t 
bre ak fast during e xam  w e e k . 
Mask  and  W ig w ill be  
provid ing face  painting, m ask  
m ak ing, and  oth e r k id  frie ndly 
e ve nts outsid e  on th e  ve randa. 
Th e y w ill also provid e  s inging 
and  tap dancing. Th e  Im rov 
Troupe  w ill be  pe rform ing a 
fe w  tim e s  at th e  Fe stival as 
w e ll.

I h ope  th e  A rts Fe stival 
e ducate s and  e nte rtains th ose  
w h o atte nd. I b e lie ve  th e  
Fe stival is  a gre at opportunity 
to e xpe rie nce  th e  arts and  
le arn about w h at is  h appe ning 
in our classroom s."

ARO UND  CAM PUS
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I w as in s ich uan, Ganz i are a, about 2 w e e k s  b e fore  th e  Tibe t m assacre  b e gan. A fte r I le ft it all 
w e nt dow n, (and  is  still going dow n).  I h itch e d  rid e s  m ost of th e  tim e  w h ile  I w as th e re . 
 Eve ryone  afte r I got w e st of th e  capital w as Tibe tan. I could  spe ak  w ith  som e  in Mandarin, but 
m ost only spok e  Tibe tan.  

A fte rw ard s I w as in H aw aii vis iting m y fam ily and  I grabbe d  th e  NYTim e s th e  day I le ft back  to 
Ch ina and  re ad  th e  front page  story; 1000 Ch ine se  spe cial office rs  se nt to Bam e i afte r prote sts 
and  torch ing in Lh asa.  Th e  pape r faile d  to m e ntion Bam e i is  a tiny city.  I spe nt about an h our 
in Baim e i b e fore  I w e nt furth e r into Tibe t.  Bam e i is  th e  village  just past th e  Ch ine se /Tibe tan 
population split in Sich uan (Tibe tans populate  a far gre ate r re gion th at w h at is  s h ow n on 
m aps. H istorically th e ir te rritory e xte nd e d  furth e r into surround ing province s).  1000 troops in 
th at city w ould  h ave  dw arfe d  th e  local population.  Most of th e  locals play pool in th e  cool sun 
and  d e corate  th e ir m ule s and  m otorcycle s w ith  ribbons.  I w ond e r w h at th e y’re  doing in 
Bam e i.  A fte r follow ing th e  re port from  Bam e , th e y trave le d  to th e  ce nte r of th e  cris is  in 
Tibe tan autonom ous re gion.  I’ve  h e ard  for e ve ry 100 prote st re late d  d e ath s  Ch ine se  officials 
only m e ntion 5-10% of th e se , if at all.  

I re m e m be r trave ling w ith  som e  Tibe tans, one  of w h om  spok e  English  from  studying Tibe tan 
Budd h ism  w ith  th e  D alai Lam a in Ind ia, told  m e  w h e n h e  crosse d  th e  bord e r into Tibe t a fe w  
ye ars ago, Ch ine se  officials confiscate d  h is  picture s  of th e  D alai Lam a th re w  th e m  on th e  
ground  in front of h im , d re w  h im  close  and  told  h im  to ne ve r carry th e se  picture s  e ve r.  Fine d  
h im  and  put h im  in prison for a w e e k  b e fore  h e  ste ppe d  foot on h is  native  land.  Late r in our 
conve rsations I told  h im  I h ave  a broth e r m arrie d  to a Ch ine se  w om an in Sh angh ai.  H e  told  
m e  ne ve r to te ll th e m  th e  th ings th at h e  told  m e .  For th e  re st of th e  trip h e  ne ve r m e ntione d  
anyth ing e lse  as pe rsonal.  

I h ik e d  around  th e  village s in Ganz i, a fe w  h ours on a w ind ing d irt road  from  Tibe t. Th e  
isolation of th e se  pe ople !  I h ik e d  all day from  one  village  to anoth e r in th e  m ountains.  Mostly 
w om e n w e re  on foot.  A n old  w om an grabbe d  m e  by th e  h and  and  playfully re q ue ste d  I com e  
w ith  h e r for som e  re ason I d idn't k now .  My h and  in h e rs  w as sm ooth  as a baby’s.  A  pow e rful 
w orn sk in glove  strongly gripping m ine , d e spite  m ine  tw ice  as large  as h e rs.  H e r daugh te r, 
about th e  sam e  age  as m e , cove re d  h e r m outh  in laugh te r.  Th e se  pe ople  w e re  b e yond  Tibe tan. 
 Th e  ch ildre n and  w om e n I saw  in th e  village s probably se e  a w h ite  pe rson m aybe  once  a ye ar. 
 Not lik e  in Tibe t w h e re  a train-station and  airport re s id e . H undre d s of tourists a w e e k  com e  
th rough  se e k ing th e  e xotic Tibe tan back -land s.  Th e  last village  I vis ite d , th e re  w as a girl m onk  

TRAVELING TIBET
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 strongly gripping m ine , d e spite  m ine  tw ice  h e rs.  H e r 
daugh te r, about th e  sam e  age  as m e , cove re d  h e r m outh  in 
laugh te r.  Th e se  pe ople  w e re  b e yond  Tibe tan.  Th e  
ch ildre n and  w om e n I saw  in th e  village s probably se e  a 
w h ite  pe rson m aybe  once  a ye ar.  Not lik e  in Tibe t w h e re  a 
train-station and  airport re s id e , h undre d s of tourists a 
w e e k  com e  th rough  se e k ing th e  e xotic Tibe tan back -land s. 
 Th e  last village  I vis ite d , th e re  w as a girl m onk  on th e  
path .  I ask e d  h e r if s h e  w as going to th e  village  I just cam e  
from , s h e  said  no.  W h o k now s h ow  m any h id d e n village s 
th e re  are  in th e  re m ote st m ountains surround ing th at are a. 
 

In th e  village  I w ond e re d  around  until I saw  an old  m onk  
lady sh ooing a yak  from  th e  e ntrance  of a te m ple .  I ask e d  
h e r if s h e  h ad  any food  or w ate r.  Sh e  brough t m e  ins id e  
and  fe d  m e  h ard  b iscuits, d rie d  m e at, and  potatoe s th at w e  
pe ale d  w ith  our finge rnails.  10 m inute s of scratch ing at 
th e  s k in fe d  one  b ite .  Th e  younge r nun fille d  m y yak -
butte r staine d  cup w ith  black  te a.  I offe re d  th e m  a crisp 
re d  100 R MB note  but push e d  it aw ay and  gave  m e  
d ire ctions to th e  road  back .  O n th e  w alls w e re  about 25 
picture s  of th e  D alai Lam a.  

Th e  English  spe ak ing Tibe tan invite d  m e  to bre ak fast w ith  
a fe w  of h is  frie nd s.  H e  ord e re d  m e  noodle s w ith  pork .  I ate  w ith  th re e  w e ll-built m e n.  I w as told  th e  one  
ne xt to m e  live d  w ith  h is  h e ard , a nom ad ic life , w h ich  w as w h y h e  sm e lle d  lik e  yak .  Som e one  passe d  m e  a 
slab of yak  m e at w ith  a butch e r k nife  as b ig as m y h e ad.  I h e ld  th e  m e at about th e  s iz e  if a th ank sgiving 
turk e y in one  h and  and  unsucce ssfully trie d  to carve  h alf-cure d  m e at in air.  Eve ryone  le ane d  back  and  sm ile d. 
 I fe lt lik e  a ch ild.  

Ye ste rday, I m e ssage d  a Ch ine se  frie nd  of 
m ine  in Ch e ngdu, th e  capital of Sich uan, 
to se e  if h e  h e ard  any oth e r w ord.  H is  
re sponse , “I m ust say th e  s ituation is  
e scalating ... th e  ne w s h ad  it th at th e  
Tibe tans k ille d  tw o H an Ch ine se  in 
Ch e ngdu today and  bom be d  a public bus 
in th e  station, fortunate ly th e  bus w as 
e m pty. I'm  sure  th is  w ill spark  
nationw id e  prote st am ong Ch ine se  
unive rs ity stud e nts pre ss ing th e  ce ntral 
gove rnm e nt to e nforce  h arsh e r crack  
dow n.”  Th is  s e e m s to h ave  h appe ne d  
ove rnigh t.  I w ond e r w h at it all look s lik e , 
Tibe tans arm e d  w ith  stone s against 
m ach ine  guns.  A ll I can picture  in m y 
m ind  is  sun ble ach e d  praye r flags 
blow ing along th e  stock ad e s.  So m uch  
invis ible  ange r und e rne ath  it all.   

“Last fe w  days I h ad  a sort of fe e ling, a tige r, of a young d e e r in a tige r’s  h and ,” Th e  D alai Lam m a confe sse d , 
“D e e r re ally can figh t th e  tige r? Can e xpre ss. But actual figh t? O ur only w e apon, only stre ngth  is  justice , truth . 
But e ffe ct of truth , justice  som e tim e s  tak e s  longe r tim e . W e apons pow e r is  im m e d iate ly th e re .” 

Be fore  I le ft on vacation Bjork  pe rform e d  in Sh angh ai s inging th e  song “D e clare  Ind e pe nd e nce ” from  h e r 
re ce nt album , but th is  tim e  add ing “Tibe t!” at th e  e nd  of th e  ch orus.  I gue ss  s h e  got h e r w is h .   
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Please  tell about your 
SU experie nce - m ajor, 
graduation year, notable 
activitie s/ group affiliations.

I graduate d  from  
South w e ste rn in 2004 w ith  a 
BA  in Th e ate r.  Th e ate r took  
up m ost of m y tim e  in 
colle ge .  I w as cast in m any 
productions such  as Bang 
Bang Your D e ad , Cabare t, 
A lls W e ll Th at End s W e ll, 
and  Curtin Up, Ligh t th e  
Ligh ts.  I also stage  
m anage d  se ve ral 
productions, and  I w as th e  
re se arch  ass istant for th e  se t 
d e s igne r for all four ye ars I 
w as at South w e ste rn.  I also 
spe nt th e  spring se m e ste r of 
m y se nior ye ar inte rning for 
a black  box th e ate r in 
Notting H ill are a of London.

W h at do you do now ? 
W h at led you to th is?

I am  now  a Spe cial 
Education te ach e r in San 
A ntonio, TX.  I te ach  th e  se lf 
containe d  LIFE sk ills unit at 
Sandra D ay O ’Connor H igh  
Sch ool.  I w ork  w ith  
stud e nts fourte e n to 
e igh te e n ye ars of age  w h o 
h ave  a w id e  range  of 
d isab ilitie s  includ ing 
autism , ce re bral palsy, and  
D ow n syndrom e .  

Eve n th ough  I love d  
th e  th e atre  I alw ays w ante d  
to be  a te ach e r.  W h e n I 
graduate d  from  
South w e ste rn I th ough t th at 
I w ould  ge t an e m e rge ncy 
ce rtification to te ach  
e le m e ntary sch ool.  W h e n I 
look e d  into obtaining th is  
ce rtification I w as 

e ncourage d  to te ach  spe cial 
e ducation be cause  of th e  
ove rw h e lm ing ne e d.  Th is  
re q ue st re ally spok e  to m e  
and  I fe lt calle d  to se rvice  
th is  population of stud e nts. 
 I first taugh t le arning 
d isable d  te e nage rs in 
D onna, Te xas on th e  
Me xican A m e rican bord e r 
for a ye ar.  I th e n 
transfe rre d  to O ’Connor 
H igh  Sch ool w h e re  I 
curre ntly te ach .

H ow  d id  you conn ect 
w ith  th e  group going to 
Tanzan ia? H ow  doe s it relate  
to your life? Please  tell about 
th e  group going to Tanzan ia. 

O ne  of m y instructional 
ass istants, Be ck y R ittim an, 
is  re late d  to th e  couple  w h o 
found e d  O MEGA  Miss ion 
Inte rnational. Last O ctobe r 
s h e  w as part of a s h ort te rm  
m iss ion trip th at w e nt to 
build  a sch ool for an 
orph anage  in A rush a, 
Tanz ania.  Th rough  
O MEGA , Be ck y w as 
inform e d  of th e  Ste p-by-
Ste p le arning ce nte r for 
d isable d  ind ividuals, and  
th e ir ne e d  for h e lp in se tting 
up a productive  le arning 
e nvironm e nt for tw e lve  
d isable d  stud e nts.  To fulfill 
th e  ne e d , Be ck y re cruite d  a 
group m ad e  up of four 
spe cial e ducation 
instructional ass istants, a 
spe e ch  th e rapist, a d e af 
e ducation te ach e r, and  four 
spe cial e ducation te ach e rs  
from  d iffe re nt sch ool in th e  
North s id e  Ind e pe nd e nt 
Sch ool D istrict.  A ll of us 
w ork  w ith  spe cial ne e d s 
stud e nts e ve ryday and  w e  

are  ble sse d  to h ave  th e  
re source s and  training to 
h e lp th e m  re ach  th e ir 
h igh e st pote ntial.  Th e re  is  
no public e ducation in 
Tanz ania and  th e  Ste p-by-
Ste p le arning ce nte r is  th e  
only facility spe cifically for 
spe cial ne e d s stud e nts.

Please  tell about w h at 
you w ill be  doing in  Tanzan ia, 
w h en  you w ill be  going and 
w h at you h ope  to get out of th e  
trip? W h at do you h ope  to 
accom plish ? 

My group le ave s June  26th  
and  re turns July th e  7th . 
 O ur m iss ion h ope s  to 
accom plish  a num be r of 
obje ctive s w h ile  w e  are  
th e re . W e  h ope  to do 
te ach e r trainings to sh are  
th e  te ch niq ue s  and  
strate gie s  th at w e  use  w h e n 
w ork ing w ith  th e  d iffe re nt 
d isab ilitie s  and  age s range s. 
 W e  w ill h e lp cre ate  
curriculum  to be  use d  for 
te ach ing functional 
acad e m ic and  vocational 
sk ills, but m ost im portantly 
w e  w ill be  w ork ing w ith  
th e  stud e nts th e m se lve s. 
 For tw o w e e k s  th e  group of 
stud e nts se rvice d  by th e  
Ste p-by-Ste p le arning 
ce nte r w ill h ave  te n spe cial 
e ducation te ach e rs  giving 
th e m  ind ividual atte ntion. 
 W e  h ope  to le ave  a lasting 
im pre ss ion on th e  sch ool by 
s h aring our k now le dge  and  
s k ills. (continue d  on back  
page )
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ARO UND  CAM PUS

Dr. Low e &  Sociology Capstone Students

¡TRABAJAD O RES UNAN!: LEAD ERS, 
CO LLECTIVE ID ENTITY,AND  

CO NFLICT R ESO LUTIO N AM O NG 
LATINO  IM M IGRANT W O RK ERS 

LAUREN CO X

W h at is  th e  association 
be tw e e n colle ctive  id e ntity and  
le ad e rsh ip style ?  I propose  th at 
during th e ir le ad e rsh ip activitie s, 
le ad e rs  d raw  on colle ctive  
id e ntity.  I analyz e d  colle ctive  
id e ntity and  le ad e rsh ip in 
W ork e rs  D e fe nse  Proje ct, an 
A ustin, Te xas im m igrants’ righ ts 
organiz ation th at e ducate s 
im m igrants and  d e fe nd s th e ir 
righ ts in th e  w ork place .  Th rough  
participant obse rvation and  in-
d e pth  inte rvie w s of W ork e rs  
D e fe nse  Proje ct m e m be rs, I found  
th at le ad e rsh ip activitie s  w e re  
associate d  w ith  colle ctive  
id e ntity.  Using Taylor and  
W h ittie r’s  (19 9 2) colle ctive  
id e ntity fram e w ork , I found  th at 
le ad e rs  d re w  on boundarie s  
w h e n e ncouraging, on 
ne gotiation w h e n strate giz ing, 
and  on consciousne ss  w h e n 
re pre se nting th e  group publicly. 

CO M M UNITIES O F CO LO R  FIGH TING 
TO XIC CO NTAM INATIO N:  A  CASE 

STUD Y O F GRASSRO O TS 
ENVIRO NM ENTAL JUSTICE AND  

CO M M UNITY AD VO CACY

R ACH AEL D IE

Th e  e nvironm e ntal justice  
m ove m e nt h as b e com e  
incre as ingly prom ine nt in th e  last 
tw o d e cad e s; th is  re se arch  w ill 

e xplore  h ow  a grassroots 
e nvironm e ntal justice  
organiz ation’s  fram e s, tactics, 
and  id e ological id e ntity 
inte racte d  in a case  study of th e  
closure  of th e  H olly Pow e r Plant 
in East A ustin, Te xas.  Th rough  
participant obse rvation, 
inte rvie w s, and  b ibliograph ic 
and  arch ival inve stigation, th is  
re se arch  w ill spe cifically focus on 
th e  role  of PO D ER , a grassroots 
e nvironm e ntal justice  
organiz ation, in th is  struggle . 
  D e m ocratic d e cis ion-m ak ing 
and  com m unity advocacy w e re  
use d  to cre ate  a ch anne l th rough  
w h ich  th e  com m unity h ad  an 
input into th e  is sue s  in th is  
e nvironm e ntal justice  cam paign. 
 Th e se  tactics conform e d  to th e  
fram e s and  id e ntity of th e  

organiz ation and  solicite d  
s ignificant com m itm e nt and  
d e d ication from  th e  
com m unity, w h ich  

s ignificantly contribute d  to th e  
cam paign’s  succe ss.    

GUARD IAN ANGELS AT TH E 
GRASSRO O TS: A  STUD Y O F TH E 

FACTO RS TH AT SH APE IND IVID UALS 
INTO  ACTIVISTS

SARAH  FANK H AUSER

Th is  pape r se e k s  to e xplain 
th e  prim ary factors le ad ing to 
and  sustaining e ngage m e nt in 
activist w ork .  Prior lite rature  
re gard ing th e  factors th at affe ct 
social m ove m e nt participation 
addre ss  both  d e m ograph ic and  
social ch aracte ristics th at sh ape  
one ’s  activist orie ntation, as w e ll 
as th e  factors th at sustain 
activism  involve m e nt.  In a study 
of an e m e rge ncy im m igrant 
sh e lte r in A ustin, Te xas, th e  
auth or inve stigate s h ow  activists 
are  s h ape d , and  e xam ine s  w h at 
pre d icts and  sustains 
involve m e nt in social 



ARO UND  CAM PUS

m ove m e nts.  Th e  auth or 
conclude s th at socioe conom ic 
status and  e ducational le ve l are  
intricate ly link e d  to participation. 
 A  fam ily “le gacy” of activism , 
social tie s  to ind ividuals alre ady 
involve d  in th e  m ove m e nt, prior 
activism , and  pre vious 
d iscourage m e nts w ith  oth e r 
activist groups are  d e te rm ine d  to 
be  pre d ictors of involve m e nt. 
 Finally a se nse  of com m unity 
solidarity and  im m e d iate  
gratification sustain 
participation.  A ll data for th is  
study w e re  gath e re d  by m e ans of 
e th nograph ic participant 
obse rvation and  pe rsonal 
inte rvie w s w ith  th e  staff of th e  
s h e lte r be tw e e n A ugust and  
D e ce m be r of 2007.

FIGH TING TH E R ELIGIO US R IGH T IN 
TEXAS: H O W  PO LITICAL ACTIVIST 

O RGANIZ ATIO NS RECRUIT AND  
M AINTAIN M EM BERS IN TH E FIGH T 
FO R  A  D IVISIO N BETW EEN CH URCH  

AND  STATE

CO D Y FAULK

Th e  follow ing study is  an 
e xam ination of re cruitm e nt and  
com m itm e nt in a social 
m ove m e nt organiz ation. Th e  
study focuse s  on th e  Te xas 
Fre e dom  Ne tw ork  an A ustin, Tx 
political action group th at is  
figh ting th e  re ligious righ t’s  
influe nce  on Te xas politics. Th e  
study use s  q ualitative  form s of 
re se arch , participant obse rvation, 
in d e pth  inte rvie w s, and  conte nt 
analysis  of Te xas Fre e dom  
Ne tw ork  lite rature . Th e  goal of 
th e  re se arch  w as to d iscove r th e  
re cruitm e nt strate gie s  of th e  
Te xas Fre e dom  Ne tw ork  and  
h ow  th e  is sue  of a d ivis ion 
be tw e e n th e  Te xas Fre e dom  
Ne tw ork  and  th e  re ligious righ t 

influe nce s m e m be rs  m otivation 
and  com m itm e nt. Four m e m be rs  
of th e  Te xas Fre e dom  Ne tw ork  
includ ing tw o staff m e m be rs  
w e re  inte rvie w e d , along w ith  
rough ly tw e nty h ours of 
participant obse rvation during 
th e  Fall of 2007 be tw e e n A ugust 
24, 2007 and  Nove m be r ??, 2007. 
Th e  re se arch  found  th at th e  TFN 
e m ploys a re cruitm e nt strate gy 
th at focuse s  on involving pe ople  
w ith in a spe cific re cruitm e nt 
ne tw ork , as w e ll as us ing spe cific 
group proce sse s  to m aintain 
com m itm e nt to th e  group, 
e spe cially polariz ation th at 
cre ate d  an “us vs. th e m ” attitud e  
in staff m e m be rs. 

W H AT ARE YO U D O ING AFTER  
W O RK? W H Y PEO PLE CO NTINUE TO  
VO LUNTEER  AT TH E INSID E BO O K S 

PRO JECT

JACQ UE H O LD EN

Pe ople  w h o volunte e r give  
h ours of th e ir fre e  tim e  and  e ve n 
com fortable  w ork  e nvironm e nts 
in ord e r to h e lp oth e r pe ople  in 
ne e d  at volunte e r organiz ations 
such  as th e  Ins id e  Book s Proje ct. 
H ow  do pe ople  at th e  Ins id e  
Book s Proje ct ove rcom e  th e  costs 
involve d  w ith  volunte e r w ork  
and  w h at m otivate s th e m  to 
continue ? Th is  re se arch  is  base d  
on 23 h ours of participant 
obse rvation at th e  Ins id e  Book s 
Proje ct and  4 in-d e pth  
inte rvie w s. Pe ople  w h o volunte e r 
at th e  Ins id e  Book s Proje ct 
continue  to volunte e r base d  on 
four aspe cts: A  pe rsonal se nse  of 
social justice , a pe rsonal 
conne ction w ith  th e  prisone rs  
w h o w rite  le tte rs, social tie s  and  
frie nd sh ips  w ith  pe ople  in th e  
organiz ation, and  h aving 
re sponsib ilitie s  th at m otivate  

th e m  to continue  volunte e ring. If 
m ost of th e se  aspe cts are  not 
pre se nt, a pe rson is  ve ry unlik e ly 
to com e  back  to th e  Ins id e  Book s 
Proje ct fre q ue ntly or e ve n just 
m ore  th an once . Th e se  re sults 
s h ow  th at th e re  are  d e finite  
re asons w h y pe ople  do continue  
to participate  at th e  Ins id e  Book s 
Proje ct and  th at th e se  m otivators 
w ork  toge th e r to foste r 
continue d  participation. 

TH E SARAH  PRO JECT AND  TH E 
H ID D EN H O M ELESS

ERIN K AM IN

H ow  doe s h om e le ssne ss  
affe ct th e  live s of sch ool ch ildre n 
and  w h at is  b e ing done  about it? 
Th is  article  conne cts th e  
re auth oriz ation of th e  McKinne y-
Ve nto H om e le ss  A ss istance  A ct 
and  th e  ris e  of pe e r le d  h om e le ss  
aw are ne ss  groups.  Th e  SA R A H  
Proje ct, as a pe e r le d  h om e le ss  
aw are ne ss  group is  stud ie d. 
 Since  Th e  SA R A H  Proje ct is  
re lative ly ne w , oth e r local 
organiz ations are  re sponsible  for 
m any aspe cts of ass istance  w ith  
th e  Proje ct.  It is  m y conte ntion 
th at th e re  are  spe cific 
b iograph ical ch aracte ristics of 
th ose  w h o are  d raw n to w ork ing 
w ith  th is  Proje ct and  m ove m e nt. 
 Th irte e n h ours of obse rvations 
w ith  various are as of Th e  
SA R A H  Proje ct w e re  conducte d  
w ith  four in-d e pth  inte rvie w s 
from  Se pte m be r 2007 until late  
Nove m be r 2007.  Th e  bas ic 
th e m e s  found  th rough  re se arch  
w e re  Th e  McKinne y-Ve nto A ct’s  
Influe nce  of th e  SA R A H  Proje ct 
and  h ow  re cruitm e nt tactics 
(continue d  on back  page )



local volunte e r opportunitie s  and  activism . 
To add  your organiz ation, contact A nsa Cope land  at 512-818-
2237 or cope lana@south w e ste rn.e du.

Is th e re  prece d ence  w ith  th is type  of w ork  in  Tanzan ia? Is th e re  a 
long term  solution th at is be ing consid e re d  or w ork e d  tow ards? Please  
tell about th e  situation your group h ope s to addre ss.

O MEGA  Miss ion Inte rnational se nd s se ve ral m iss ion groups to 
w ork  in Tanz ania but th is  is  th e  first proje ct d ire cte d  to w ork ing 
w ith  spe cial ne e d s stud e nts.  Th e re  are  no re gulations for te ach ing 
ind ividuals w ith  spe cial ne e d s in Tanz ania.  Most are  s h unne d , 
untre ate d , and  une ducate d.  Th e  Ste p-by-Ste p le arning ce nte r w as 
cre ate d  by a Tanz anian w om an w h o h as a daugh te r w ith  autism . 
 A fte r find ing no viable  e ducational options in th e  country, s h e  
cre ate d  th e  sch ool and  h ope s  it w ill se rve  as a prototype  for oth e r 
spe cial ne e d s sch ool in Tanz ania and  all of A frica.  My h ope  is  th at 
our m iss ion trip w ill e m pow e r and  e ducate d  th e  Ste p-by-Ste p 
te ach e rs  and  e ncourage  th e m  to sh aring our k now le dge  and  
e xpe rie nce  w ith  oth e rs.  

INTERVIEW  W ITH  R EBECCA  M O NRO E (CO NTINUED  FRO M  PAGE 6)

affe cte d  m ob iliz ation and  re cruitm e nt of 
ind ividuals and  groups and  th e  w ays th at 
b iograph ical ch aracte ristics play a role  in 
re cruitm e nt.   

“FREED O M  FRO M  H O M O SEXUALITY”: TH E 
PO W ER  O F FAITH  IN A  LO CAL EX-GAY M INISTRY

CARLY M O RRIS

D raw ing upon re ligious com m itm e nt and  
faith , e x-gay m ove m e nt follow e rs cope  
w ith  unw ante d  sam e -se x attractions.  Th is  
sch olarsh ip analyz e s  Life Guard  Ministrie s  
(LGM) in Ge orge tow n, Te xas, a support 
m inistry affiliate d  w ith  Exodus 
Inte rnational.  Th e  re se arch e r utiliz e s  
participant obse rvation and  in-d e pth  
inte rvie w s w ith  LGM board  m e m be rs  and  
“struggle rs” (th ose  struggling w ith  
unw ante d  sam e -se x attractions) from  
A ugust to D e ce m be r of 2007.  Th e  
re se arch e r focuse s  on th e  role  of th e  
conve rt conce rning colle ctive  id e ntity, 
patte rns of re cruitm e nt, and  m otivation for 
involve m e nt of both  board  m e m be rs  and  
struggle rs.  Sim ilarly, th e  culture  of th e  e x-
gay m ove m e nt is  pe rpe tuate d  and  
spe cifie d  th rough  social tie s  and  ge nd e re d  
fre e  space s.  LGM both  coincid e s  and  
d iffe rs  from  m ajor te nants of th e  e x-gay 
m ove m e nt, e m e rging as a m ore  libe ral and  
straigh tforw ard  m inistry, placing 
im portance  on foste ring a pe rsonal 
re lationsh ip w ith  God  and  s im ultane ously 
re d e fining w h at e xactly “ch ange ” is.  Th is  
re se arch  not only addre sse s  m ajor th e m e s  
of pre vious social m ove m e nt lite rature , it 
also confronts th e  young, ye t e xtre m e ly 
controve rs ial e x-gay m ove m e nt w h ich  is  in 
crucial ne e d  of e xte ns ive  re se arch . 

W H ICH  SID E ARE YO U O N? AN EXAM INATIO N 
O F TH E R ECRUITM ENT TACTICS O F A  LO CAL 

ED UCATIO N UNIO N

ANNE O LSO N

Th is  pape r e xplore s h ow  office rs  and  staff 
m e m be rs  of Education A ustin (EA ), a local 
e ducation union on A ustin, Te xas, re cruit 
ne w  m e m be rs  into th e ir organiz ation. 
 R e lying on participant obse rvation, in-
d e pth  inte rvie w s, and  lite rature  analysis, 
th is  re se arch  e xam ine s  h ow  Education 
A ustin applie s  fram e s, ince ntive s, and  
polariz ation w h e n active ly re cruiting 
class ifie d  and  ce rtifie d  e m ploye e s  of A ustin 
Ind e pe nd e nt Sch ool D istrict.  Th e  find ings 
ind icate  th at Education A ustin use s  both  a 
transform ational and  a transactional 
fram e w ork  m od e l of organiz ing during 

re cruitm e nt, includ ing use  of se le ctive  
ince ntive s as a w ay to gain ne w  
m e m be rsh ip.  EA  also use s  polariz ation 
from  oth e r e stablish e d  organiz ations in an 
atte m pt to re cruit ne w  union m e m be rs.  

PO UND ING TH E PAVEM ENT: ACTIVISM , PASSIO N, 
AND  TH E M O D ERN D AY FO O T SO LD IER

LYD IA  R UD Y

Pre vious re se arch  h as s h ow n th at support 
ne tw ork s  and  various re cruiting strate gie s  
are  e sse ntial to th e  succe ss  of local social 
m ove m e nt organiz ations such  as Te xas 
Cam paign Environm e nt (TCE), ye t fe w  
sch olars h ave  focuse d  on th e  role  of 
pass ion in participants as a conduit for th e  
succe ss  of th ose  organiz ations.  TCE is  a 
citiz e ns group in A ustin, Te xas staffe d  by 
ind ividuals w h o daily canvas 
ne igh borh ood s in an e ffort to organiz e  
citiz e ns to tack le  e nvironm e ntal issue s  
re late d  to e le ctronic w aste  and  landfills in 
Te xas.  Th rough  participant obse rvation 
and  in-d e pth  inte rvie w s w ith  curre nt and  
form e r staff of TCE, th is  pape r d iscusse s  
h ow  th e  staff d raw s upon a colle ctive  
id e ntity to facilitate  th e  d e ve lopm e nt and  
sustainab ility of pass ion ins id e  and  outsid e  
of th e  w ork  e nvironm e nt. Th e  auth or find s 
th at th is  occurs th rough  trad itions, 
e ncourage m e nt, and  re lationsh ips to 
e nsure  th e  ach ie ve m e nt of th e  goals of TCE. 
  

ALLIANCE TO  SAVE ENERGY (ASE) 
W O RK SH O P

APRIL 18, 2008 
UNIVERISTY O F TEXAS

2:00PM TO  4:00PM

IN O RD ER TO  STRENGTH EN TH E 
LO O SE SUSTAINABILITY ALLIANCE O F 
AUSTIN AREA STUD ENTS AND  TO  
H O LD  SPECIFIC TRAININGS O N H O W  
TO  PRESENT ARGUMENTS FO R 
SUSTAINABILITY TO  UNIVERSITY 
STAKEH O LD ERS, STUD ENTS, STAFF, 
AND  FACULTY ARE INVITED  TO  
ATTEND  A 2 H O UR W O RKSH O P AT 
UNIVERSITY O F TEXAS IN AUSTIN. 
W O RKSH O P TO PICS INCLUD E 
EFFECTIVE AUD ITING STRATEGIES, 
D ATA AQUISITIO N, AND  H O W  TO  
"SELL" PRO JECTS TO  UNIVERSITY 
AD MINISTRATO RS. PLEASE EMAIL 
CO PELANA@ SO UTH W ESTERN.ED U IF 
YO U ARE INTERESTED  IN ATTEND ING.




