Information Regarding Credit Transfer from Study Abroad

Read and take with you to refer to while abroad.

1. According to the Southwestern catalog, "Every degree plan must present a minimum of 60 semester hours of work above the introductory level.  At least 60 percent of the work in the major must be completed at Southwestern University, and at least one half of the Southwestern work must be above the introductory level.  The minor, if any, must include at least 12 semester hours (six hours above the introductory level) at Southwestern" (2009-10, p.18, #3) You do not have to complete these degree requirements before you study abroad. Be aware, however, that you must fulfill at least the number of hours listed above at Southwestern. In other words, don’t try to finish all your upper level major requirements while abroad.

2. You are allowed to study abroad during completion of the last 33 hours of your degree if you are participating in an approved program.  The rule regarding residence during completion of the last 33 hours of the degree (2009-10 catalog, p. 18, #7) is satisfied if your study abroad participation is approved by the Office of Intercultural Learning.

3. All successfully completed work from an approved study abroad program (grade of C- or better) will transfer back to Southwestern without affecting the GPA.  Transcripts issued from study abroad programs will show the actual grade earned in the course, but performance in the program will neither positively nor negatively influence the Southwestern GPA.

4. Courses transferred for major or minor credit MUST have a departmental signature.  You must attach course descriptions with the Credit Transfer Form. Some departments will also require syllabi and examples of graded coursework for any upper-level courses designated to the major. Fill out the form as completely as possible and submit the form with all relevant course descriptions to the appropriate department chair. Clearly indicate which courses you would like reviewed.  Include contact information for yourself, in case  questions arise about your coursework. 

5. Courses transferred as general upper level elective credit (not for major or minor) DO NOT REQUIRE a departmental signature, but must be listed on the Credit Transfer Form.  Most distribution courses (Area I or Area II) also do not require a signature.
6. If you would like Intercultural Perspective credit for one of your classes contact Sue Mennicke, Director of Intercultural Learning.
7. If you have questions about the credit transfer process, please contact the Office of Intercultural Learning, at x1857 or studyabroad@southwestern.edu.
